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Conquering Faith

Joshua 1:1-9

Introduction:  When you often look in the history of humanity you see astonishing and unbelievable events that happened and which make us ask, “How was this possible?”  By human standards and powers this was impossible and yet it happened.  

Illustration:  When the first colonists came to America they didn’t know how hard the life conditions were here.  And yet they made it.  They came to form a free and democratic society yet after only few months they were not sure that all of them were going to survive. Many had died already and food supplies were scarce.  Yet they did.  They conquered.  They conquered not because of their human power or abilities, but because of their faith.  They prayed to God and because they put their faith in Him, they conquered.  God sent the local Indians to provide the necessary food and some medicines.  They did not conquer by arms or the greed to take over what was not theirs as others who came later did, but they conquered by faith.

In December, the Romanians celebrate the fall of communism.  Fifteen years ago on Christmas Day communism collapsed and Romania was a free nation?  Yet I often ask myself, “Who and what conquered communism? “  For fifty years there was this cold war or the ideological war between Russia and America, with Russia representing communism and America democracy.  Yet there were not tanks, airplanes, troops or missiles coming from the free world to defeat communism.  And then one day, communism collapsed in every Eastern European country like a domino.  What was impossible became possible because of the faithful underground church praying day and night to God for freedom.  And when God saw the faith of millions and millions of persecuted believers the mountain of communism was moved.

One day Jesus’ disciples were trying to cast out a demon from a young boy, and they couldn’t, but Jesus came and rebuked the demon and the boy was cured instantly.  And the disciples asked Jesus, “Why could we not cast it out?”  Jesus said to them, “because of your little faith.  For truly I tell you, if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you” (Matthew 17:19-20).  Jesus was talking here about conquering faith, or the faith that moves every obstacle or hardship in life regardless of how immense and impossible that might be.  Conquering faith defeats the undefeatable, moves the unmovable, and makes possible the impossible.  How can we have such faith?  How can we make the impossible, possible through faith?  This is the question we are going to address this morning with God’s help.  Do you have obstacles in your life that need to be defeated and mountains that need to be moved?  Don’t be afraid and discouraged.  Whatever it is, you can conquer it through faith, and we will see this morning how this is possible.

In our passage from Joshua 1, after forty years of wandering through the wilderness experiencing disillusionment, death, and despair the Jewish people finally arrive at the river of Jordan.  For the first time they could see now in front of them on the other side of the river the Promised Land, Canaan, the land of milk and honey that God promised to Abraham.

Now what the Word of God wants us to understand here is that there is one thing to see the land and to know that it is yours, yet a totally different one to enter and posses what God promised.  They could see the land and its beauty and I believe they were nicely surprised to see the river and its banks with palm trees and the nice and rich hills on the other side.  But entering the land, conquering, and possessing it was a totally different matter.  It was a matter faith, courage, consecration, and a matter of strong leadership.  

Application:  Have you seen our new property lately?  It is beautiful.  It is awesome.  Only a loving and graceful God could have given us such a wonderful piece of land.  Now God gave it to us, it is ours, but we still have to enter it, posses it and use it, if we want to enjoy its special blessings, and this requires genuine faith, courage, consecration and obedience to what God calls each one of us to do.

So God raises Joshua up to lead the people of Israel into the Promised Land.  It is very interesting what this name Joshua means in Hebrew.  It means “Jehovah saves” or “Jehovah is our Salvation.”   In the New Testament the equivalent for this name is Jesus, the name of our Lord and Savior.  This has direct application for us as Christians.  Just as Joshua led the people of Israel into the Promised Land, so Jesus our Savior leads us to our promised land.  When we put our faith and trust in Jesus we are saved and this also means we receive a lot of spiritual blessings and benefits, and Jesus is our Savior who leads us into spiritual rest, happiness and joy.  The Book of Ephesians is the New Testament parallel to the book of Joshua, and here in chapter 1:3-14 Apostle Paul lists the spiritual blessings we have in Christ.  In v.3 he says, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, before the foundation of the world…”  And then he lists a series of wonderful blessings we have in Christ such as, election, adoption, redemption, forgiveness, being sealed with the Holy Spirit, and having a heavenly inheritance awaiting for us.  So we have been given all these blessings but we have to follow our leader Jesus and through faith, courage, and obedience posses and make use of these blessings.  They are ours in Christ but we have to conquer, posses, and use them daily, if we want to experience their benefits. 

So the theme and purpose of the Book of Joshua is to tell us what it means to conquer through faith.  God gives his people a new leader, a new land, and a chance to a new and blessed life, but this required genuine, faith, courage, and obedience.  Very interestingly however, even though conquering faith was required on behalf of Joshua and the people of Israel, this type of faith is not something that they had, but something that God gave them himself, and we will see what God does here in order to instill in Joshua this unique type of faith, namely conquering faith.  The point for us this morning is that the faith necessary to move the mountains in our lives, or make the impossible possible is not something that you and I acquire through our own powers and abilities, but it is something that God Himself gives us.  How is God helping Joshua to have conquering faith?  What is God doing in order to instill in him the faith that makes the impossible possible?  As we will see this morning God does three things in order to help Joshua have real conquering faith.  First, God equips Joshua, second God encourages him and third God empowers or enables Joshua.  So to have conquering faith is like being a student in God’s school.  You are the student and God is your teacher who equips, encourages, and then enables you.  So let’s look shortly at these three aspects through which we receive conquering faith namely, equipping, encouraging, and enabling.

1. Equipping.

The first thing that God does is equipping Joshua.  Divine equipping involves three aspects.

First, God called Joshua.  In v.1 we read that “After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord spoke to Joshua the son of Nun…”  God spoke to Joshua or in other words God called Joshua to fulfill a special work.  So Joshua receives this Divine Call.  God calls you and me to serve Him.  If we gave our life to Christ then God calls you and me to follow Him and be in his service.  Now God calls us to be good and dedicated parents, grandparents, husbands and wives, children, family members, neighbors and community members.  There is no doubt about this.  Our first call is to be servants of God in our families and communities.  But God also calls each one of us to fulfill a special work and ministry in the church.  So whatever God calls you to do in the church and the mission field accept His call.  If you want to experience conquering faith in your life accept God’s call and obey Him.

Also this means that whatever you do in the church make sure you have God’s call because when He calls you to do a certain work or ministry He will enable you also.

Illustration:  I remember in my church from Bucharest a young man came to the minister and said, “God called me to preach, I have to accept God’s call so let me preach, let me preach…  So the minister let him preach and it was a disaster.  The minister tried to help him out and showed him how to do a sermon and preach and then give him a second chance yet he just could not do it.  So before you jump to do something for God make sure He calls you if you want to be successful.

Second, God prepared Joshua.  We read here in v.1 that Joshua was Moses’ minister or servant.  Now preparation can take place before God calls you to do something.  It does not have to necessarily be after God calls you.  We read in the Bible that before God called Joshua to lead Israel, he was a slave in Egypt as all of the other Israelites, then we read that he was a spy.  When Moses sent 12 spies into Canaan, Joshua was one of them and only he and Caleb were faithful and courageous, the other 10 were afraid and unfaithful.  Then we read that Joshua was Moses minister.  He served under Moses.  The point for us today is that before you lead you have to be led yourself, before you become a leader willing to lead others you have to be a servant willing to serve and be led.  The greatest and most successful leaders were those who were dedicated servants.  You will not be able to lead others if you don’t know what serving and obeying means.  We have great leaders in our church and they are great because they served in the army first.

Now sometimes preparation is not easy.  Sometimes God allows hardships and pain into our lives with the purpose to prepare us for great works ahead of us.  I am sure it was not easy for Joshua to be a slave in Egypt.  If you experience hardship and pain in your life don’t despair, because God might want to prepare you for special ministries and works.  

Illustration: I remember when I was drafted into military service.  I was a young boy and the first week I was crying like a baby.  And many others were too.  But two years later the young boy was a real man trained for hardships.

So if God allows some pains and hardships in your life is because He needs you and wants to train you for greater works ahead.  1Peter 4:19 says, “Let those suffering in accordance with God’s will entrust themselves to a faithful Creator, while continuing to do good…”  and in 5:6 it says, “Humble yourself therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he might exalt you in due time…”   Joshua faithfully obeyed God while God was preparing him and therefore God called Joshua to be a strong and effective leader.

Third, God commissioned Joshua.  In v.2  God says, “Now proceed to cross the Jordan, you and all this people, into the land that I am giving to them…”   We have here specific commission.  In other words God says: “This is the mission I want you to fulfill therefore based on my power and authority I commission you to conquer the land, so get up and get going or in other words proceed.”  Jesus Christ our Lord and savior commissioned all his followers to go into the world and make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28).  This is our main mission and ministry.  We have been delegated and commissioned by Christ to witness the gospel and make disciples locally and internationally.  This is the main mission and purpose of the Christian church.  For us as a church God helped us understand that we have to build a new church and try to reach others here in Lagrange and then also supporting missions in whatever ways we can.

Now notice something very interestingly in v.3.  Here God says “Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given unto you, as I promised to Moses.”  This is wonderful.  Do you realize what God says here?    He says, “Every step and action you take toward what I called you too it is already given to you.”  In other words the land is there and is yours, but I am not going to bring it to you, you will have to go and posses it if you want its blessings.  Two major aspects at this point.  First, God has established that our mission is to spread the gospel build a new church and so on, but this will become reality only as we take steps.  It’s like unveiling a beautiful piece of art.  The piece is there under the veil, but you can only see it as you unveil it little by little.  Our new church is there, and its beautiful, but every step of faith and action we take its going to unveil it more and more, till one day we will posses all of it.  Second, God has blessed us with many spiritual blessings in Christ but we cannot enjoy what we don’t want.  The blessings are already available in Christ but if we ignore and neglect them we are not going to benefit them.  Do you want joy, peace, real fulfillment, and power in your life, then come daily before God and spend time with Him.  Every step you take toward God will bring a new blessing in your life.

James 4:8 says, “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you”   Are you possessing your spiritual possessions in Christ?  Are you in Canaan or are you still in the wilderness?  Joshua was to walk through the land and posses it, but it was not an easy walk.  There were still battles to fight enemies to defeat and a lot of action and energy to be taken and spend.  But he was successful because he accepted conquering faith from God.  The same is true for us.  We still face hostile situations and painful times but we can enjoy all the spiritual blessings we have in Christ if we posses them every day.  So first God equips Joshua.

2. Encouraging. 

The second thing God does to instill conquering faith in Joshua is encouraging.  First, equipping and second encouraging.  Notice how God encourages Joshua in the following verses:  

v.6, “Be strong and courageous;” v.7, “Only be strong and very courageous…” and then in v.9, “Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed…” 

Over and over again God encourages Joshua.  Why?  Because as a human person I am sure that Joshua had fear in his heart.  When he looked at the immensity and danger of the task ahead of him he certainly was overwhelmed by fear and dismay.  Now from a human point of view every one of us is going to get afraid and dismayed when we face impossible situations, but God is always near to encourage us.  He is always present to comfort and strengthen and give us confidence.  Are you afraid of something?  Come to God and he will encourage and comfort you.  Open the Bible and study it and you will hear His voice or kneel down and pray and you will feel His encouraging arm on your shoulder.  How did God encourage Joshua?  The God encouraged Joshua and is encouraging us today is by giving promises.  God gives several important promises here:

First, in v.5, God says, “No one shall be able to stand against you all the days of your life.”   When God is on our side nobody and nothing can stand against us.  So don’t be afraid this morning because nobody and nothing can defeat you as long as God is on your side.

Second, also in v.5 God says, “As I was with Moses so I will be with you”  As God’s presence was in the life of so many faithful believers so it will be in yours.  Look in the life of a person who is a hero of faith for you.  Just as God was with that person so he will be with you.

Third, in the last part of v.5 God says, “I will not fail you or forsake you.”  This is an amazing promise.  Actually what God says here is, “I will not accidentally drop you, or forget I have to take care of you” 
Illustration: “Have you ever been to a store and picked up something and then accidentally drop it?”  I did.  I remember one day I went of course to Wal-Mart where all poor people go and I saw this beautiful set of glasses.  So I opened the box and took on out and then mistakenlly drop it and the whole think was shattered.  I said “Oops!”

God never says Oops because he never accidentally drops us.  You may feel God has abandoned you but He never does that.  He never drops us or forgets about us.  We forgive about what we say and the promises we make, but God never fail us or forsake us. Psalm 121:3-4 says, "Behold, He who keeps Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep."  

Fourth, and the last promise God gives to Joshua is in v.6.  Here God says, “You will inherit the land”  This promise is a physical promise.  In other words it refers to the visual, palpable, physical need that is going to be fulfilled.  You will inherit the land, you will benefit from its uses, you will eat food grown on it, and live in houses build on it and so on.  When God promises us to bless us He is going to bless us spiritually and physically.  He will take care of our spiritual needs and also physical needs.  If God says to you, “I will give peace and joy and spiritual rest” He will give it to you, and if He promises you “I will heal you and strengthen your body, and take care of your physical needs…” He will fulfill His promise.

God encouraged Joshua by giving him wonderful promises.  Now did God keep His promises?  Yes He did.  To the end of his book when Joshua was about to be taken to the Lord he told the Jewish people, “you know in all your hearts and in all your souls, that not one thing has failed o all the good things which the Lord spoke concerning you, all came to pass unto you, and not one thing failed therefore…” (23:14).  

God fulfilled His promises but did Joshua and the people of Israel obeyed God and fulfilled their call and mission?  Did they go and conquered the Land by faith?  Yes they did.  Remember always this spiritual principle: Divine sovereignty is not a substitute for human responsibility. God will keep His promises but we will not experience them in our lives if we don’t obey God and follow His call.  He will bless us but we still have to get out there and fulfill the mission he has called us too.  Joshua was able to defeat the undefeatable and move the unmovable because he had conquering faith.  God equipped him for it, and encouraged him to conquer and posses, and Joshua obeyed.  Let me ask you a personal question:  “Are you having conquering faith or the faith that follows God whatever it takes and wherever it goes, or are you having little faith”  If you want to move the mountains in your life then trust in the Lord and obey His call and mission for you.

3. Enabling. 

In order for Joshua to have conquering faith God does one last thing, and that is enabling.  God enables and empowers Joshua to fulfill his call and mission.  We see this in v.7-9.  How is God enabling Joshua?  By the power of His Holy Word.  The relationship that Joshua had with the Holy Scripture was essential for His success.  God clearly tells him here, “Don’t turn from the law to the right hand or to the left, so that you might be successful wherever you go.”  The Bible was the key to Joshua greatness and success.  The teaching for us today is that here in the Holy Word of God we have all the power and guidance we need to succeed in life.  Here in this Word we discover God in fresh and new ways everyday, here we hear his voice talking to us, and here we find the answers to our problems and issues.  So if you want to move mountains and make the impossible possible, then you have to stay on the course with God’s word.  Are you living your life according to what God says here or do you sometimes go against God’s Holy word.  Every turn to the left or right will make you weak and powerless, but staying on the course will make you victorious.  How was Joshua to stay on the course with the Holy Scripture?  There are three steps that God directed him to take at this point:

First, God says here, “This book shall not depart out of you mouth”  In other words you have to study it and know it so well that you should be able to voice it out.  How well do you know the Bible?  How often to you read it and study it?  If we neglect the Bible we are not going to be successful and victorious, because we will not know what to do when hardships and crises come.  This very clear here, the more we study and know the Bible to more victorious and successful we will be in our life of faith.

Second,  God says, “You shall meditate on it day and night”  Do you see how drastic God is here.  He is drastic but only drastic measures bring success.  Now he doesn’t say “read and study it day and night” but “meditate on it day and night.”  In other words you might read one day but then you think about what you read and try to understand it using the reason.  Meditating means reasoning about the Word and deducing things from it.  How is what I read connecting and applying to my life.  When you read a diet plan or a book on loosing weight you need to think about what you read and see how it applies to you personal situation.  For example if the Bible tells, “husbands love your wives as Christ loved the church” what is this telling me?  It tells me about sacrificial love and then I start thinking what sacrifices can I make for my wife. 

Third, God says, “then be careful to act in accordance with all that is written in it.”  This means the practical application of the Bible in my life.  In other words the immediate action that I take practically as directed by the Bible.  James says in his letter that if we want to be blessed by the Bible we have to be “doers of the Word and not hearers only” (1:22).

Now here is a mistake we do often, and because of this mistake we don’t experience the power of the Bible in our lives.  We tend to pick and choose what we like form the Bible and neglect what we don’t like.  

Illustration: I know a very good and dedicated Christian believer member in a church from Romania.  He is very helpful and whenever you have a need that he can help you with, he helps you very gladly.  I asked him why are you so helpful and kind?  And he said, “But isn’t this what the Bible says, didn’t Jesus said to love one another as I loved you?”  I said, “That is very true, the Bible says so and we have to do it”  Now he is smoking and I asked him, “Why do you smoke?  Doesn’t the Bible say not to smoke?”  He said, “Not really where in the Bible does it say not to smoke?”  I answered, “Well you are right it doesn’t say directly but indirectly you deduce from several passages that say that our body is the temple of the Holy Spirit and that we have to take care of it not to destroy it.”  He said, “Well that’s debatable, How can I really know that Paul really referred to heavy smokers, and let’s suppose that he did that means he hated heavy smokers, that is why he would have said it.”  By the way I met a lady in a church who came to me and said, “You know why Paul said: ‘Wives obey your husbands?’”  “Why?” “Because he hated women, see he was single, old and ugly and no woman would marry him so he hated them.”  So, both of these people pick and choose what they want to take from the Bible. 
 Any way the point for us is that we pick and choose.  We obey what we want and we disobey or ignore what we don’t want.  Yet God says here: “Obey all that is written here and then you shall be prosperous and successful.”   Now, isn’t God right?  Let’s suppose that I am a good loving and kind church member that I help those in need, yet I smoke.  Would being loving and kind, save me from getting cancer?  No.  And then if I get cancer I blame God and say, “Why did you not bless me?  I loved and helped your children and you did not keep me safe.”  God says here clearly, “Keep it and obey it all and then you be blessed and successful” 

So learn the Bible, meditate on it and then obey it and apply it all in your life, and then you will be blessed and successful.

Another important aspect here is the command that God gives in v.9.  He says here, “I hereby command you: be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you everywhere you go.”  And God was with Joshua as he promised here.  So what does this mean?  It means that every command  God gives us is accompanied by God’s enabling.  God doesn’t command us something we cannot do.  So when he commands he also enables.  God’s commandments are in fact God’s enabling.  When God commands us to love one another, to love your wife or husband or children be obedient, or abstain form sinful things and immorality, God also gives us the power and ability to fulfill that commandment.

Illustration: I met people saying, “I can love all members from the church except that person.  That one drives me crazy”

If God commands you to love your brothers and sisters in Christ then He enables you to love them all, not only some.  If God gives the power to abstain from drinking and smoking he also gives you the power to abstain your tongue from being abusive, and so on.  So remember God’s commandments are His enabling in your life and mine.        

Now Joshua obeyed the Word of God learn it and applied it practically in his life.  And he was victorious, successful, and prosperous.  What kind of success and prosperity did he experienced?  Not the ones according to the world’s standards.  To be successful in the world it means to have fame, wealth, prestige, and happiness that comes from material fulfillment.  Yet in God’s eyes to be prosperous and successful means to have conquering faith or the faith that enables you to love God with all your heart, and mind and soul and your neighbor as yourself.  And to say yes to God when he calls you to accomplish all things through faith.  Joshua was successful and prosperous and God’s things and in return God blessed him with all he needed it.

Conclusion:  Don’t fear anything today!  Give everything in your life to God and let him give you conquering faith and you will move every mountain and accomplish the impossible because God will equip, encourage, and enable you to do so. Amen.      

